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BRIDGE MAGAZIME

THE LEDERER MEMORIAL TROPHY, 1969

By ALAN HIRON
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thie counsry’s top ciubs compete

vasavell won for the second

vear-running by the Mew Acol Club.

Rosubts (W) New oAsel Tl
Repency 63, Hamilton 621, Sussex
60, Seotland 57, Mayfair 50, Bridge
Academy 50, Crockfords 474, Stefans
42,

The Leeds club fell prey te the
current Mo bug and were last minute
ponssiariers. As we have come o
expect in the Lederer, the hands ran
high and among the 90 boards played
there were four excellent grand slams.
It was curious that none of the four
sel any real problem in the play—it
was only the bidding machinery of
some of our leading pairs that proved
inadequate. In order to remain on
speaking terms with the majority of
my bridge friends and acquaintances
1 shall refrain from giving the names
of players and just refer to their clubs,

In chronological order, (hese were
the Four hands:

Love all; dealer West,

#1004 #AKQIS
YAIIOEG ri 6
O K6 g | VK3
»KE3 O AT

& A9
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West Lt
ol L
I LT
by 3N
b T
No

Bridge Academy
Wext Fast
Mo 2 i
357 4 b
4 NT 5
ST 6
T Mo

MNew Acol

West Fast
LY 2k
3P 4 NT
58 SNT
[l TNT
Mo

So far, so good. Blackwood seemed
adequate, whether used by East or
West, In passing, what about the bid
of four spades by Bridge Academy’s
East? Showing a solid suir, yes, bul
usually plaved as denying any other
first round controls, Fortunately YWest
didn’t take it that way. In retrospect
I find it difficult to admire YWest's
opening bid, although (for tactical
reasons) 1 opened myself,

s (6%

l_n | A i
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! MARCH 1970
Regency
st Enst
| 2
O o £
b4
Hamiitiog
Hist Fenst
I 4 o [ Cizrber)
4 i
Mo
Mayfair
West Easr
1 © 28
R 4 MT {oman)
50 SNT
L T
Mo

Gerber and Roman Blackwood
and still no problems! What about
the artificial systems?

Crockfords
West FEast
M0 | &
I | NT T i
I Mo

The Blue Club in action. Although
artificial systems are renowned for
| round after round of cryptic bidding,
this sequence was a model of sim-
| plicity. One club showed sevenleen
points or more and was, of course,
forcing. One no-trump showed four
controls—two aces or an ace and two

kings,
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brevity, Four clubs wil fdor beard

were  Lagrbér five ol i
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However, West did not see 10 by that
light, In fact the club fnesse was
right, but the clubs broke five-two
and so this curious contracl pro-
duced no overtricks.

Seven pairs out af eight is not oo
bad, you are thinking. Well, hold on.

East-West game; dealer YWest,

h AKOQRT & Mone

3 N | 92AKI9T
©Q u“h 4
O 105 5 e I
& ATES * K07

There was only one optimum
result out of eight on this cuting,

Hegency
West Eerst
1 & 25
R Dl
44 4 NT*
iWNT TNT

Mo
#Cylberison 4-5

It is interesting 1o note East's
decision not to force, Mot because he
was void in spades but because the
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sturt ol ope cspade. three heartly
makes Bedding very cramped, As the
I e B -

that partner held excellent values on
1, i Farye S 1

el ek, dvsn itk datsen O

[eiLits wits muissing, ather waps wukd
b tilied, Henee his decision to call the
lai i moluntps, not relving on the
salidity of any particulac suil,

Three Easts [orced, with mixed
results.

Scotland
West Eust
| & ¢ B
1 * ,1 |-{|
5 5
b [N

Mew Acol
et Farst
| 1w
i 4 o
S ST
6 NT My

Mavtair
HWest Easi
B 30
3o 4 &
5 e i)
LTV Mo

The Scottish auction looks well
balanced as far as it goes, but a final
sane for the road’ by East was surely
marked, The other two Easts had
little idea of the strength of West's
hand or of his vital queen of hearts.

Three more Easts followed the
non-forcing path.
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Bridee Academy
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Stefans

Easi
25
30
4 MNT
5 NT
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The four spades call by Bridege
Academy’s West fails to appeal. It
rajses the question whether the
inference is the same as after, for
example, one heart-one spade-four
hearts, when a fit in the responder’s
suit is implied. The Stefan's declarer
did not find & J 109 bare in either

defender’s hand,

Finally, another tragedy after West
had rated his hand as worth an Acol

{wi-bid,

Crockfords
West Eaxt
2 3.0
ER 4
4 5 de
W i

MARCH 1970

As the cards lay, 4 defender held
A ] 109 % x and oven six spades had

i+
50T 3
#I0GS
& MNong - a
wolsasz| N | w0

oxas |Y, El 5798542
a1874 > 1 aKQo32
MADIT543
K 973
o A
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A triumph for Asking Bids per-
haps? Surely some more South
players could have found out about
Morilvs vital first and third round
controls in hearts. In fact there was
only one successful North-South
pair and they had more interference
bidding than all the other Morih-
Souths put together . . ..

Regency

East South Hest MNerth

Mo 2 ™o I

INT 4 ¢ 4NT 5%

SNT 657 ANT 71 &

™o Mo Dhle.  MNo

Mo Mo

Some opened one spade . . .

Mew Acol
South North
1 (277) 34
6 e Mo

Love all: dealer East
P R

Slefan

Sttt Narth

P L
3 4 i

& o

Cruckionds
SO Mot
I & 34
-4 e,
| G i

Siefan’s MNoeth should surely have
hid [our hearts on the second round
instead of four spades. Crockfords
were very nearly there, for South’s
bidding sugeests no interest in the
minor suits whatever in which case
Morth's hand is ideal Even il you
fear that the gueen of spades may be
missing North can display interes
with six clubs or six diamonds over
the grand slam try of five no-trumps.

Others preferred two spades - .. .

Seotland
South North
24 (2NT) 3 (4 )
47 507 (64
6o G i
Bridge Academy
South North
P 1 a4 (4 NT)
557 (G} O
Sussey
Soith North
24 ie
4 4 57
e i
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haviair
Serivth Mearth
T (P 48
f i e

Il basl  aueton . rises  some
theoretical points, 1 is eenerally
plavee that o rpise of an Acol Two
Bid to Three promises an oce, while
the ruisg of a two bid (o Toor denies
any Hest round contrals but shows
pooel  values,  Adter  inlervenhion,
lowever, the raise (o three musl
sommetimes b made with  aceless
hands for fear of pre-emplive action.
There seems no valid reason why the
second part of the theory has (o be
serapped after intervention. As it was,
South must have had considerable
doubts as (o whether even six spades
wils o,

The final hand in the series saw
five ot ol eight pairs achieve their

goal.
Lowve all; dealer South.
& ATEL
AT
G KORS
& T43
sk 052 - & 073
01963 N |wiosaz
& None o T
#0652 L2 a9z
[ RS
GKQS
SATIDDR 3
& A K O

First, two specialized conventions
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were brought to bear,
Crockfords

South Morth
| L
20 4
T B
Regency

Sl Motk
P (280 Dble
4 NT 3
16 MO

[he Crocklords sequence was Lhe
Blue Club in action again, The
response of two clubs showed five
controls (one Tor a king, two for an
age}, two diamonds was natural and
Four diamonds showed good support.

The Regency pair employed By-
zantine Blackwood and the response
of five spades showed the king and
quean ol diamonds and two aces.
Their only chuck was not to bid the
slam in no-trumps.

MNew Acol

Sornth Narth
2 30
4 & 40
5 3.
SINT 70
No
Sussex

South North
20 30
4 o 4T
4 NT 540
SNT Ty
Mo

MARCH 1970

Twe Gy enough auctions. For the
Mew Acol, a conversion 1o seven nos

frumps wis dianserons ws cne of

i s wles D gl e oused va g
vold: Less excise for Sussex, low-
ever, where Blackwood: had con-
ficpned all the aces.
Hamilton

S Norith

2.0 (Dble) Redble,

Mo (3 4 &

4.0 4 MT
R G o
No
Maylair

Sourh Narth
2 4 Jo
4 i 4
4 MWT 5
6 Mo

The Hamilton seemed completely
put off their stroke by some timely
st sporting interference. Four clubs
was surely an error of judgment with
four diamonds as a simple, natural
and purposeful alternative. As the
auction went, the wrong player
Blackwooded,

The Mayfair bid of six diamonds
looks very cautious. Triesofeither five
no-trumps or six clubs would not
have been out of place and could
hardly get the partnership too high.
Morth would have re-acted favour-
ably to either,

The last two teams preferred a one
diamond opening bid,

Scotlamd

ot Mergh
[t Ll |
1 » 5 +

S g

i | Tz

™

Bridee Acideny

Souih Morth
I 1
£ B INT
4 & 4y
IWT 6
6T Mo

In the Scettish auction the re-
sponse of two no-trumps wis fercing
and when followed by three spades
chowed that the force was based on
good diamond support,

The Bridge Academy auction was o
curious mixture of good and bad.

Summary. Overall this meant that
fourteen out of a possible 32 grand
clams were reached,

Conclusion. Mot good.

Recommendations. Remove the 2s,
35, 45 and 58 from a pack of cards,
lock voursell and your partner away
for a vear, and keep dealing and bid-
ding two hands [rom the remaining
36 cards. Your slam bidding will then
make you and your club natural
choices for the Lederer Memorial
next vear and vou should sweep the
field.




