Lederer Trophy
1985

—By N. FITZGIBBON

The Lederer Trophy is an annual
event to commemaorate Richard
and Tony Lederer, a father and
son who were prominent in
English bridge.

It is held in the comfortable
surroundings  of the Young
Chelsea Bridge Club in Londan.
Six teams are invited to play, and
the aim is to have as high a stan-
dard as possible. Both last year
and this, an Irish team took part,
Qur team - this year was Adam
Maesbur, Brian Senior, Pat Walshe
and myself. The other teams
were England |who had waon their
Camrose trial), Gold Cup (win-
ners of that trophy), London, Pro-
fessionals and Journalists,

The trend nowadays is to
disrupt the opposition bidding,
even at considerable risk to
vourself. Hence we have the
Strong Pass Systems, multi two
Diamonds and ather obstructive
opening bids. These tactics can
be successhul, perhaps bacause
the traditionalists concentrate on
rechingg thear bast contrel,
vetbvse ey pronalisangg e
ubrstiuctive  frds,  Lul mainly

because of the unfamiliarity
which it introduced into the auc-
tion. And when the obstruction
i based on rubbish, inferences
you may draw about your part-
nar’s length or strength in their
suit may be sadly astray:
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Had theair baen an award for the
bravest bid, Walshe's 35 would
surely have won it. The contract
of 6H went two down, while at
our table East opened a psychic
1H and we made eleven tricks in
ANT.

This deal featured in the award
for the best played contract
When Sampson of the Profes.
sional team was South, he had to
declare 4H after a 25 overcall by
West, He won the opening Dia-
mond lead in hand and laid down
the Ace & King of Hearts,
unblecking the ten and nine, He
then cashed two rounds of
Diamands, throwing a Spade, and
finessed the eight of Hearts.
When that held, he took his re-
maining winners and Weast was
caught in a one suit squéeze
Down to AQJx of Spades, he
could throw the low Spade and
be thrown in to give a trick to the
King, or the Jack of Spades when
declarer could exit with the King,
pinning, the ten and establishing
the ning

This position also arose at our
table, when after 3 Heart lead
cleared up that suit, cashing the
top winners forced West into the
same dilemma to concede the
glaventh trick.

Another  disruptive  hand
against the Journalist team had
its amusing side:

Soo top of noxt colymn,

I erpsarisend e ubfigitony 1l
P Ihaiiwsivedn el e Tennl
Sualh duabilaid 1o show a |

"

MNiS Vul, Dealer West
Marth
& 17643
¥ 1056
5
& K JABES
Wast East
+ 105 4 MNone
¥ J762 Y AQ984
LR 4+ 9832
*+ 032 + 10974
South
4+ AKQ982
¥ K3
+ K107 4
+* A
W N E 5
Adam Rigi Mick Draviad
*esbur Muorkus  Filzgibbon Bird
Pass Pass 2% Dbl
24 Pass Pass ?

hand and Adam's bid of 25 show
ed a fit for Hearts. My Pass over
this, according to the system, -
showed a weak 25, and that left
South with a problem. Another
double would have bean for take-
out, so he decided to take his plus
and passed. This he got — down
7 for 350. Only Rixi was not
amused,

However, the Journalists had
the last laugh. Against Walshe
and Sanior, East opened a weak
2H. South bid 45, West 5H anct
Morth 55, With a considerable
amount in reserve, Walshe weant
on to 65 and lost the twao red
Aces.

Inspiration was shown by bath
tgams in ow match agamst
England, Joln Armstrong halid
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and the hidding started; 1H on his
left, 15 overcall frem partner and
pass on his right. He chose to bid
a natural ZNT and passed his
partner’s raise to 3NT, This con-
tract made, while 45 would have
failed after a Heart lead through
the K. Brian Senior held this hand
in the replay, and had to contend
with a strongish pass, showing
11-16 points, on his left, followed
by two more passes. He opened
[re-opened?] with TNT, LH.G. bid
2C showing Clubs and Hearts
and Walshe bid 35. Senior rebid
INT and made ten tricks to win
the board.

Do yvou always double a cuse-
bicl if you would like the suit led?
The information may be more
useful to your opponents, At our
table on this deal against
England, it was a stand-off:

Saa top of next column,
'Cue bid.

Without a Spade lead, GH
would make by eliminating the
minor suits and playing a Spade
towards the AQ, just covering
West's card.

After the double of the 45 cue
kid, Mesbur decided against bid-
ding the slam. It was ironic that
his psychic cue bid of 35 was an
attempt to inhibit the Spade lead.

Walshe held the East hand at
tha other table and also doubled
for a Spade lead. Forrester and
Lodge were N/S, and playing the
TRS {strong pass) systam, they
hacd a long relay sequence and
the bid that was doubled was 55,

14

Journalists 38-12. But despite liv-
ing dangerously — bidding and
making YMT missing an Ace and
still needing a finesse — the Pro-
fessionals managed a narrow win
in their final match to give tham
ovarall victory, and the first prize
of L6800, which was sponsored

‘by Warwick Pitch, the proprietor

of the Young Chelsea Bridge Club,

Tha winning team was Roman
Swolski, Morman Selway, Dave
Edwin and Richard Sampson,
who, as the name of their team
implias, all play rubber bricge for
a living.

The final scores were Profes-
sionals 318, Ireland 300, Gald .
Cup 267, Journalists 220,
England 208, London 187,

Al Ml Dealer Morth
Marth
4 AQBG
¥y 7642
+ J2 i
+ A 105
Wast East
4 06 & KJ42
¥y J3a ¥ 109
¢+ 108654 ¢+ 873
+ 39 B4  JEI2Z
South
1073
¥y AKOQSB8b
+ AKO
* K7
5 N
Addam Mick
Megbur  Fiszgibbon
FPass
1% INT
FA 4 av
EL & 44
d4! &t |Dhl)
(-3 Pass

so they were in the slam without
the option. Senior led a Spade
and the contract failed by one
trick, for a swing of 13 imps to
Us.

The event developed into a two
horse race after the first few
rounds. Each team played two
nine board matches against the
others, with 32 vp at stake con-
varted from imps, and a further
possible 18 vp from winning, tie-
ing or losing each hoard of the
match.

The Professionals always kept
ahead by a neck, and in the se-
cond last round the Gold Cup
taam played well 1o defeat us
36-14 vp, two partscore gains by
them being the only swings. In
tha last round, wea defeated the

Lederer Trophy Winners: Standing: Roman Smolski Norman Selway
Sitting: Richard Sampson, Dave Eowin,
13



