THE LEDERER Memorial Tro- -
phy, certainly the strongest invita-
tion tcams cvent regularly played
in Britain, takes place next week-
end, Mast of the top-ranking Brit-
ish players will be competing but
not, of course, our national tcam
who will be playing in the World
Championships in Jamaica.

They will be joined by leading
teams from Ireland and Holland,
bt the pre-tournament
favourites will be Sweden (cn
route for Jamaica) but exempted
from the firest round of the World
Championships by virtuc of haw-
ing won the European Champion-
ship.

This was an intercsting hand
from last vear's event in the match
between the winners of the Wool-
wich Spring Fours and the
*Professionals™.

Crame all; dealer South

SK Q432
T
CAK]
&]96
&4 6 41075
TQIs6 TK7432
06532 &10
SK 73 210842
PIET
TAS
SO98T4
SAQS

Looking 2t all four hands it
scems clear that Four Spades is
the best game contract for North-
South. If the defenders lead a
heart they can come to a trick in
the suit but cannot arrange a dia-
mend ruff; if they lead a diamond
and organise their ruff declarer’s
losing heart gocs away.
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However, Breskal and

Calderwood {of the Woolwich
team) missed their way. South
opened One Diamond, North re-
sponded One Spade and South
rebid INT. So far, so good, but
now North jurnped to 3NT to end
matters. Three Diamonds would
have been a betier bid, inviting
preference 1o spades, and icading

Lo the optimum contract.

Against 3NT Selway (for the
"Professionals™) led ©6 to the 9,
king and ace. [ expect that vou can
sce the position — the heart suit
is now blocked for the defenders
and if declarer simply plays in
spades they can take only four
tricks.

South started well by leading a
spade to the king (which was al-
lowed to hold) but now, fecling
that he had suceessfully stolen a
trick, tried the club finesse. It lost
and West thankfully ook four
MOre winners.

Should declarer have persisted
with spades? Against opponents
who knew what they were doing
{a2nd that is certainly truc in
cvents like the Lederer) he might
well have worked out that their
failurc to defeat his contract out
of hand could only be becausc the
bearts were blocked.

Young Chelsea Bridee Ciub, 32
Barkston Gardens, London SWS
(rear Earls Courr tube); 10 Octo-
ber, 2Mpm and 8.0pm: 1T Gcio-
ber, L30pm. Tickets available at the
door, £2 per sexston, £3 season, siu-
dents and OAPS half-price.

Alan Hiron




The day a policeman forced the pace

THE English team — a combination
recruited from our Open, Ladies
and Junior tcams — won the recent
Lederer Memorial Trophy by a con-
vincing margin. )

Although the Journalists team
could only achieve sixth place, we all
got some excellent copy.

To make up our oumbers we en-
hatnd Colin Simpson, who holds
pnhc:afome:(ﬂnd m

t
for the Police Gamgc we informed
the organisers). In partnership
Tony Priday he diced with death on
this outing.

:  West dealt at game all and after
two passes Simpson decided that it
was time to enliven

with an opening bid of One §
South bldp:nﬁ:m‘l‘txmeﬂu-tt{d":;s

" and Priday, as West, pushed on with

Four §

" As South explained afterwards, he
did not mind what his partner did
next as long as it was to pass. He had

clear plans about what to do to Four’

Spades. (Seven off doubled is about

right but it could easily go eight off

Morth
597
HEKS3
DOG42
CEJID4
West
SK10842
HOQ6
DID93
Co8

|
East
853
H107542
D7 '
C6532 |
South |
SAQJ6
HAJY
DAKS
CAQT

— for a trifling 2300 point penalty).
However, North bid on
Mo-trumps; East felt that
done epough and, in a quiet
South went on to Six No-

with less opposition bidding. Nuw,,
how should the play go in Six No-°

trumps? -

A.fmmf.iﬂdnfﬂm]mkofdm-
monds there are 10 top winners and
a certain eleventh to come in
spades. If the spade finesse is right
there are 12 tricks in sight, and so
this seemed a natural start. But the
spade finesse lost and now there
wemnnl}r]lsurewm:m.

Both declarers in Six No-trumps
did well enough. They started oper-
ations with the two top hearts and
when the queen fell they bad no fur-
ther problems. Suppose that both
opponents had followed low on the
top hearts? There are still a lot of
chances,

To start with, diamonds may
break 3-3. It'thaydnmt,thme:ﬂwr
defender with four or more spades
and four or more diamonds is
squeezed when the winning clubs
arc Then there is the further

- chance that Bast holds the queen of

hearts and four diamonds, when
ngamhemmdtﬁﬁaﬂm:s.
Alan Firon



