WHEN I was at school I featured
poorly in history classes. I could
never resist asking “But what
would have happened if ... ",

This seemed o infuriate my tutor -

whe would splutter “But it didn’t
happen!™ Perhaps I was ahead of
my timé — a popular branch of
scicnee fiction is described as al-
ternative history, Back to bridge,

and in another intriguing deal -

from the recent Lederer Memo-
rial Trophy a “What do you think
would have happened if . .. ™ type
of question came along.

Love all; dealer North,
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The same hands were played in

all of the matches but 1 thought
that Ghyn O'Ligging and Andrew
O'Robson  (sorry, Liggins and
Fobson, but as two of our leading
English juniors, they were co-
opted to make up the numbers of
the Irish team and promptly re-
named by the humorists of the
press) made an efficient start to
the bidding.

Morth opened One Heart and
raised his partners response of
Two Diamonds to Three. South
tried Three Spades, North signed
off with Four Diamonds but when
South tried again with Four
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Hearts he bid 4NT. No, not
Blackwood bat, by partnership ar- -

rangement, an eNCOUrAgIng nolse,
stronger than Five Diamonds but
denying the ace of clubs.

At this point South should have
taken the plunge towards the
small slam but the auvction
petered out in Five Diamonds.

At another table Scotland
reached the slam on their slim
_values and West, after cashing the
ace of clubs, switched to Lhn‘:
queen of sP.ad:s

It was easy to win, draw trumps
and play off VK but what would
have happened if East had false-
carded with the jack? In order to
discard three spades from hand
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declarer needed five tricks from
the heart suit, Be honest, would

. you not have been tempted to f-

nesse the eight on the second
round of the suit?

Even as it was, with the nine
falling (which mlght easily have
been from nine and another) de-
clarer gave: the suit a long hard
lock before dropping the jack

Robson, in only Five Dia-
monds, had fewer problems afier

the lead of #0. Now, just by play-

ing top hearts, the losing club
went away and the very worst that

could happen to him would be

that he lost two spades.

Alan Hiron
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SWEDEN, mc ::u.rrent E.umpean
C.hampmn; won the Lederer Me-
maorial Trophy last weekend,

They were only breaking their
journey en route for the World
Champmn.shlps in Jamaica, I:rut
they broke it very effectively, win

by a comfortable marg:n
from Englarld 'Pﬂ.th Scut]and a
close third. - .

Sometimes an cw;nt :-u:ch asthe
Lederer. gencrates  unfamiliar
partnerships — take this week's
hand, where the defenders were
highly distinguished players but
not exactly en rapport: £

Love all; dealer East:
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The Swedish South opened
One Spade, North responded
Two Clubs and South rebid Three
Spades. North went on to Four

Spades and all passed. The de-"

fence seemed to be off to a good

start when West led 97 to East’s

ace. A heart came back and West
won the next two tricks in the suit.
On the second East discarded 02,

A diamond 2t this point would
have meant one off without the
option but although the pariners
had armranged to play reverse sig-
nals and East thought that ¢2 —
a low card — called for a diamond
switch, West did not see it in this
light and led a fourth round of
hearts. Oddly enough, this should
not have been fatal, for declarer
was forced to ruff high with
dummy's #10 and now had no en-
try to dummy’s A K after he had
unblocked with the gueen. With
no apparent chance of avoiding a

-

®
dJ.aII'.I!:II'.Id loser, declarer reeled off
six rounds of trumps. West took |

an early opportunity to discard a
club, all of dummy's diamonds

went away, and at the end East

was faced with the alternative of |

. discarding ¢A or ungua.rdmg the

clubs,

The defence spent a I:Ls.pp:,r

minute ot two apportioning the
blame. John Collings, as West, af-
ter his initial outrage conceded
cheerfully that he had done two
bad things to his partner’s one.
.- East might well have cashed
A at trick two before continuing
hearts, West might have led a dia-
mond at trick four, but it was
criminal of him to discard a club
from his 9 & 2, rather than part
with a useless diamond. The nine
of clubs would have been the set-
ting trick after the necessary over-
taking in the suit.

In spite of the little accidents
(but only in the bridge sense) the
event was excellently staped by
Warwick Pitch and the Young
Chelsea Bridge Club and remains
onc of the great pleasures for
bridge kibitrers.

Alan Hiron
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