DN TIMES
BRIDGE

Boris Schapira
The 1988 Lederer Memorial Cup was spon-
snred and hasted by the Young Chelsea Bridge
Club, Warwick Piich, the secretary, deserves io
i be congratulated for the sipport which he has
given to duplicate bridge in London. The Cup,
comtested by eight teams of international play-
&rs, was won conclhsbely by England {learemmy
Flint, Rob Sheshan, Safly Horton end Steve
Lodgs). Scotland were runners-up, some 51
vigtory poits behind. An award for the best
ph}ledimtdﬂsaﬂw.wdbymwﬂsmnm
representing London in a match against

Poland. Here is the deak
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West dealt at kove all and this was the auction:
West North East South
Lesniewshi Greerwood Gawres  Fishpood

157 pass pass dhle
pass 1NT pass Zdn
pass 2 pess 45
pass 44 alipass |

West bad the king of hearts which declarerwon.
He then played & spade to the ace and noted
the fall of West's jack. Abandoning trurmps, he
bed & club to durnmy’s king and then switched
to disrmonds. After cashing the ace and king he
ruffed » diamond with the nine. East over- ||
risffed and led backa trump. This was the best
defence, otherwme declarer simply ndfs
anather diamond. Declarer read the hand wed
because he finessad the Bof trumps and came
to 10 tricks. | am surprised this was the besl
played hand. Possibly the judges were per-
suaded by the spectacular finesse and also
because na other declarer bid and made Four
spades. The comect technique in this type of
contract is to attend to the side suit before
towching trumps. i at trick two & dizmond is
played to the king and the ace of dizmonds is
cashed, a diamond can then be ruffed. East
can over-nuff and head 3 tnemp but declarer
wins with the ace. He then rufis amother
diamond. The contract then succeeds as the
cands were lying, but also should West tum up
with & doubleton trumgp.

| wonder i declarer would st have
achieved an award for playing the contract in
thve mundane way whch | have described?




