LA B A N Sleker

LEDERER 1990 by Steve Eginton

This year the Lederer had a new look. Its continued success over the years
has been thanks to the wonderful support and sponsorship provided by the
Young Chelsea and Warwick Pitch. Although the ¥C still provided the venue,
they decided this year not to suppert the event financially and so the LCCB&
sought a new sponsor.

We were fortunate to find backing from the 5t James's Bridge Club, led by
Bernard Teltscher, for what we hope will be an ongoing partnership. This
meant that we were able to retain the international flavour by inviting overseas
players. As a result, the event was truly cosmopolitan with players from Swe-
den, Holland, USA. Pakistan, Ireland and all the Home Countries, despite two
continental events and two UK trials events on the same weekend,

We also introduced VuGraph for the first time, which was a great success.
Spectators could watch the players at seven of the tables, or see the action in
the Closed Room on VuGraph, with commentary from Christopher Duckworth,
usually joined by team members who were sitting out like Zia Mahood and
Victor Silverstone.

The draw produced an exciting final round with the top four teams drawn
against each other. The All-Stars (Sundelin, Goethe, Mahmood, Ata-Ullah,
Silverstone, Larsen) narrowly led St James (Teltscher, Cohen, Schapiro, Gor-
don, Sheehan, Rose) whom they were playing. If this resulted in a close match,
the Irish (Walshe, Boland, Mesbur, Fitzgibbon) who were lying third could
snatch the title if they could score about 45 VPs (from 60} against the Profes-
sionals (Hiron, Fishpool, Fishpool, Parry, Lodge) on WVuGraph. If they lost heaw-
ily, however, their opponents also could have won.
In the event, the Professionals managed a small win, while the All-Stars
triumphed magnificently over 5t James to leave the final position as:-

1. All-Stars

2. lreland

3. StJames
The Association always award some special prizes. One is for humorous com-
ments or anecdotes. This year it was presented to Annemigke Kranenborg
from the Dutch Ladies who, after losing 800 on Board 1 and 790 on Board 2,
remarked to her partner that they should be optimistic because the results
were getting cheaper, at least by 10 points!
The prize for the best played hand went to Filip Kurbalija of Wales for this
hand on VuGraph against the winnears:

& K42 After a strained auction to 457 by
C7 6432 South, Kyle Larsen, West, essayed a
< Kb2 speculative double. He started with
o 04 the <6 (the defence’s only safe card),
& AR3T N & 10875 Filip won the ten in hand and played
O KQs W El?,?' 75 the 3 to the king followed by a losing
<6 5 < J1074 trump finesse. On both tricks Zia
o 10873 o% JB5 played his highest card, which Kyle
& (19 read as suggesting a spade continua-
o AJ109 tion and so exited with ace and
< AQSE another. Filip led another heart and
5 AG2 when Zia followed, was sure that he

was home as long as hewas careful.



He therefore put up the ace and played a diamond to the king. At this point
he diverged very slightly from the best line which was to ruff the last spade
(if West could overruff he would have no exit) and led a third diamond. Although
sure that he could insert the nine, it was an unnecessary play, as Filip played
the ace (West discarding) and ruffed the fourth round of diamonds, followed
by ruffing a spade. Although Kyle continued throwing clubs, at this point Filip
was able to play his last trump and Larsen finally had to play away from the
&l for Filip's tenth trick.

Because the spade distribution was almost certain, this play was barely flawed.
It is true that there were a number of lines that would have succeeded, but
this aidnt detract from the elegance of Filip’s line, which earned a 13 IMP
swing as Silverstone in the other room had gone down without the benefit of

the double.
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