
Column  234    By Andrew Robson 
 

Holding length in a suit bid by the opponents usually means partner is short. There is a good chance of finding him 

with a well-fitting hand. Our first hand, taken from the 1999 Lederer Memorial Trophy, is a dramatic illustration of 

the theme. 

 

Dealer  West     North-South  Vulnerable 

 North      

 ♠ 8763      

 ♥ J108642      

 ♦ -  The Bidding 

West ♣ K52 East South West North East 

♠ 95  ♠ 2  1♦ pass 4♦ 

♥ 73  ♥ K5 6♠ pass pass pass 

♦ AQJ53  ♦ K1097     

♣ AQ109  ♣ J87643     

 South      

 ♠ AKQJ104      

 ♥ AQ9      

 ♦ 8642   

 ♣ -   

 

Correctly deducing his partner for a diamond void in the light of East-West's vigorous diamond bidding, South leapt 

to Six Spades at his first turn. West led the ace of diamonds and declarer ruffed in dummy, drew the trumps in two 

rounds, then went after hearts. He cashed the ace and led the queen. East won the king and switched to a club, but 

declarer ruffed and led out dummy's established hearts, discarding his diamond losers. 

  Lest you think declarer was lucky that dummy held a long establishable heart suit, observe that Six Spades 

would have been an excellent contract if dummy's hearts and clubs had been swapped (easily makeable by trumping 

diamonds in dummy). 

 

 

In spite of holding length in the suit opened on his right, our second declarer, Gunnar Hallberg, was not quite so 

lucky with his dummy. But it gave him the opportunity for some brilliant card-play. 

 

Dealer  East     Both  Vulnerable 

 ♠ 94      

 ♥ 109      

 ♦ AJ53  The Bidding 

West ♣ J6532 East South West North East 

♠ 6  ♠ QJ1073    1♠ 

♥ KQJ6  ♥ 5 2♥ double pass pass 

♦ Q1086  ♦ K97 pass    

♣ 10974  ♣ AKQ8     

 South      

 ♠ AK852      

 ♥ A87432      

 ♦ 42   

 ♣ -   

 

West led the six of spades to East's ten and declarer's king and at trick two declarer found the textbook play of 

returning a low spade (preventing West from trumping a winner). East won the knave and returned his trump. 

Declarer rose with the ace and led a low spade. West ruffed, cashed his two winning trumps, and exited with the ten 

of clubs. Declarer ruffed and cashed his penultimate trump to leave a five-card ending. West held queen-ten-eight of 

diamonds and nine-seven of clubs; dummy held ace-knave-five of diamonds and knave-six of clubs; East held 

queen-seven of spades, king-nine of diamonds and the ace of clubs; declarer held ace-eight of spades, a trump, and 

four-two of diamonds. 

 Declarer now crossed to the ace of diamonds, leaving East in a dilemma as to whether to unblock his king. If 

he did, then declarer would ruff a club to establish the knave, then lead toward the knave of diamonds. But his 

decision not to unblock the king was equally fatal. Declarer ruffed a club and exited with his second diamond. East 

won the king and had to lead from queen-seven of spades into declarer's ace-eight.  



 

Our final deal illustrates the point that it is often disappointing news for both partners to have a singleton in the same 

suit - as one half of the world's top female partnership, Daniele Von Arnim of Germany, found to her cost. 

 

Dealer  South     North-South  Vulnerable 

 North      

 ♠ KQ1096      

 ♥ 542      

 ♦ Q1086  The Bidding 

West ♣ A East South West North East 

♠ 7532  ♠ J4 1♥ pass 1♠ 4♣ 

♥ QJ83  ♥ 6 4♦ 5♣ 6♦ pass 

♦ K  ♦ 975 pass pass   

♣ 10643  ♣ KQJ9872     

 South      

 ♠ A8      

 ♥ AK1097      

 ♦ AJ432   

 ♣ 5   

 

Declarer won West's club lead with the ace and ran the queen of diamonds to West's king, West exiting passively 

with the queen of hearts. She won the king, drew trumps and played out all her red suit winners. East revealed a 

singleton heart, three diamonds, and presumably seven clubs for his Four Club bid, so declarer placed him with just 

a doubleton spade. With West holding four spades and therefore twice as likely to hold the knave, she cashed the ace 

of spades and then finessed dummy's knave. Unlucky! East won the knave and tabled his last three cards, all 

winning clubs.  


