(RISH BRIDGE JsuRrNAL

By TOMMY GARVEY

Lederer Trophy 2005

On the 15 October, the Irigh
guartet of Tem Hanlen, Hugh
MecGann, John Carrall and Tommy
Garvey made their way io the
Young Chelsea Bridge Club in
London to defend the Ledarer
trophy title that they had won in
2004, Once again, the invited field
af aight teams was exiremely
strong (the calibre of this event is
reflecied in the iact that the only
previous lime that lIreland
managed to win was in 1991), and
each team would play a twalve-
board match against every other

feam. Tha 1981 {esm was
Meshur. Fitzgibbon, Walshe,
Baoland.

Thare were 60 Victery Points
(VPS) available In every match,
with 26 VPS5 ai ztake depending
on the imp score and 24 VPS
allocated on “po'nt-a-board” basis
(2YPS if you win a board or 1 VP
tfor a drawn board) = leading to an
intaresting mixture of a teams and
pairs approach.

Qur first match was against the
Austrzlian Bermuda Bowl feam,
who wara practising on thalr way
to the warld championships in
Estaril. OQn Board 12, &an
aggressive Australian bidding toy
gave us a chance to win scma
imps:;

Match 1, Board 12. N:5 Vulnerable
and Daaler Wesi
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20 showed 0-12 witn at least
4/4 in the majors and th's kept us
out of the doomed 4 spades that
was played arcund the room, The
diamond jack was led and yau win
parforce In dummy. Although it
locks like you may have 3 spades
1if you are lucky and both honours
are on-sice), 2 hearts and 2 AKs,
you havan't got snough entries to
lzad up o spades threa times - s
you naed a new plan,



You are clearly gaing 1o have o
do something with clubs and,
although you expect a 4-1 braak it
5 not a5 bad as it seems.... If
west has a singleton Q. J ar T
then East will have an unhappy
choice on the second round - he
can split (and you duck and have
an entry 1a your four club tricks
via & nexl round finessae of the
ning) or he can stay at home,
giving you only thraa club tricks
but no loser, and & tempo,
allowing you to switch your
attention to spades.

So you play A of clubs and a
sacond club ducking and the
defense persist with diamonds
idummy throwing spades) -
piaying one fo the O (ducked) and
another (afthough a spade switch
would have ferced me to guess
tha spade pozition or go off.)

Mow just three major suit tricks
ara neeced for game, so you lead
the heart G but this is ducked. You
can't afford to play a sacond heart
at this stage as tha detanse can just
set up tha leng heart before you
have a spade trick, so il s tme {2
switch back to clubs. West s
hopelessly sgueezed in the majors -
if ne pitchas a hear you can simgly
ggt  up  another  heart  frick
irememoering fo drop the K under
the A to leave an entry in dummy
for a spade to the K, or to play the
¥ and tnen one back to the jack if
he ducks 2o he is endplayed W play
spadas for you), If he keeps all of
his hearts, then ha wil ba down o a
singleton A and you can play a
spade from dummy up - and score
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2 spade {ricks without even having
o guess where the quean was a8
each defender will now ba dawn g
a sing'eton spada,

With the help of this beard (4
spadas wani cne down in the
othar room so we gained 12 imps)
we managed a 35VP to 25VP win
to start aur campaion.

Mexi on the agenda was the
Winnar of the 2005 Spring
Foursomes (ona of England's
premier competitions), which
consisted of a palr of Bulgarian
internationals and a pair of
Engiish inlernationals (Brian
Senior and Geoft Wolfhart), It was
a reasonably quiet sef of boards,
bul they got the best of the part
score battles and we suffered a
22VPS to 3BVPS reverse.

On paper, the third match
looked like ane of cur easier ones
(though with four ex British
internationals, maybe "slighily
less difficult” would be more
appropriate!} as we faced the
Presidant's team,

Martch 3, Board 12, N'S Vulnerable
and Dealer West
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Janhn bid 2NT lebensohl and
than showed a forcing to game
hand with 5 spades. West led the
five of hearts (the underlead of
the ace wouldn't be everyone's
choice) and East won the Queen
fo switch to the two of diamonds
to the eight, nine and guesn,

John pulied trumps in three
rounds (Weast discarding 2 nearts)
and then rufied & heart back o
hand. He played the three of
diamoends and West (rather
carelessly) followed with the five
and, after a bit of thought (or
maybe just a pause for dramatic
effect for tha kibizers), John put
the six of diamonds on it

Making twelva tricks rather than
the normal elaven tricks in the
other roam only ganec 1 imp, but
much marg importantly it meant
that we won this particular point &
board by 2VFS to 0. We scared a
healthy 48 VP35 in this malch 1o
put us comicrtably back over
average on 106 VPS.

Cur next match was aga nst 1he
All Stars— Zia Mahmood & Jaohn
Mohan (his pariner from the USA
seniors team) and Sabine Auken
& Daniglla Yon Arnim [{the bast
ladies pair In the world) = and
even though it was less than half
way through the compaetition, they
had built up a formidable lead
having scored 124 VPS. If we did
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nat win this match it would be a
real uphil struggle to retain the
cup.

Bath of the lrish Pairs played
very well in this match but prida of
place goes to this cafensive affert
fram Hugh McGarn = which wan
him the “best deferded hand”
award.

Match 4, Board 20 (Board & of the
match). Both Vulnerable and Dealer
Wost
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John had made 3NT on a
spade lead, but Hugh got the
deferca off to a much better start
when he lad the Queen of hears,
Zia wan the Ace of hearts and
played a diamond to the Ace, and
then cashed his winners bafors
exiting with the gueen of spades
to Hugh's king to leave {with 7
tricks won by declarer):
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Hugh now found the only card
to prevent declarer from getting
two more tricks — the Ten of
hearts!! If Zia wins the jack, Hugh
had an entry to partners hand o
aveld any subsequent endolay. (If
you play it eut on any other laad,
declarer should find a way to his
ninth trick.} This board put a gloss
an a fine performance and when
the smoke cleared we had beaten
the All Stars by 50 VPS to 10
VPS... we ware going to enjoy
our dinngr mara than ey ware.,.

With play finished on Saturday
night, we ware In the joint lead
with England on 156 VPS (with
the Spring Foursomas third on
138 VPS5 and the All Stars fourth
on 134 VPS) — still very much all
to play for, with the winner ligely
to come fram thase four teams,

Coincidentally, we ware playing
England in tha first match on
Sunday, and a big win for either
team could be decisive. The
Englizh team consisied of four
memhers  of their World
Championship feam and this was
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going to be a tough maich. The
big board of the maich was;

Match 5, Board 4. Nil all and Deailar
Wast
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Az North/Sauth, John and | bid
to six spades. This is a fine
proposition as it is pretly much a
straight forward 50% shot on the
finesse of the spade king — but
today the finesse was losing and
we lost the match 28VPs to 32
VPE (Ireland had by far the batter
of the rest of the mateh), If the
finesse had worked, we would
have won the match heavily
39VPS to 21 VPS.

The All Stars had bounced
back from their sel back against
us with & crushing 52 VPS to 8
VPS against the English ladies,
and the Spring Foursomes had
only managed 25 VPS againsi
Australia - so with twe rounds to
go it had become a three horse
race (England 188 VPS5, All Stars
188 VPs and Ireland 184 VES).

Cur penultimate match was
against the English Lacies team,

who were practising for the
forthcoming  ladies  world
championships = the Ven'ce Cup.
We were hoping for a big win and,
just what wa didn't want, John
and | had a poor start to the
maich. ©n the first board we
played in a slam going one down
ito be fair it wasn't a great slam)
and on the second board we
played in the wrong game. The
key in these situations is 1o try
and work hard on the rest of the
boards and not let the results
diztract or affect you — but as it
happans we wers right back n the
match after the third board:

Match 6, Board 15 (Board 3 of tha
mateh), NS vulnerable and Dealer
South
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South openad ane diamond, |
grcalled ane spade (I thought
at the risk of it being passed cut
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was nagligible giver my extreme
distribution) and John bid two
diamends, which showed a
constructive raise with sxactly
three card support, South's threa
diamond bid indicated that John
was |ess [kaly to have any of g
values in diamonds, s0 | bid five
diamands — exclusion key carg
blackwood. John's five haarts said
that he had cne key card outside
diamends so | bid the small slam
(I thought that seven would have
a lot of handling so dign’t push
towards ). South doubled telling
parirer she had a voig, but after
ghe took her club ruff at trick one |
had the rest for a satisfying +1210
and 12 imps as thay playad in
four spades at the other table,

Kinder and Hugh had a fine
card to compare with and. despite
the lirst two boards, we had
chalked up a respectable 41VPS
to 19¥PS win, England had
beaten the Spring Foursomes
team 34 VPS 10 26 VPs and the
Al Stars had lost narrowly in their
match, scoring 27 VPS,

So, with one match to go,
Iretand ware first on 225 VPS with
England right behind on 222 VES
and the All Stars a little further
back an 213 VPS5,

Cur final match was against the
Young Chelsea Club Champions.
The guality of this team varies
fram vear to year, but this iime i
was firsl rate with four current
English intarnationals (the Hackett
twins and Sangvist & Malinowsk)
along with Gunnar Halberg and
Janst De Batien. The cther good



news from our perspective was
that England were playing the All
Stars in tha last match,

John and | had a pretty solid
card insuding:

Match 7, Board 27 {Board 3 of the
mateh). N all and Dealer South
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John opened one club (10-13
kalanced ar 17+) and over the
ong heart response, three hears

showed 17-19 paints win 4 hearts
and no shortage. Three no trump
was a “serious slam try" and
demanded a cue bid from John.
Four no trump was for key cards
and 5 diamonds showed three. |
got the Ace of spades ‘ead and it
was easy o make 12 tricks from
there. This looks to be a good
position because slam might not
be bid {as actually happened al
the other table}, six spades goes
down on a heart ruff and 6 no
trurnp (as tried by England) only
has 11 tricks,

We ware reasonably optimistic
of cur chances but, while we were
waiting for Tom and Hugh ta
score up we heard that the All
Stars had demelished England by
83 VPS to 7 VWPS - so we actually
neadad a big win rather than just
a small win if we were going to
stay in front. Not o worry, Tom &
Hugh had a solid card as wel and
we waon comforiably 48 VPS 1o 12
WPs — 1o retain our Lederer frophy
by 7 WPS ahsad of the All Sars,
Raoll on next year..,,

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Galway Congress Easter 2006

14th to 17th April
Corrib Great Southern Hotel

Superb Value - 3B/B + 2D = E199 pps  2BB + 1D = E169 pps

NEW FEATURE: 2 session Congress Teams
1 session Sunday Night and 2 sessions Manday (aarly start)

E1500 First Prize
Further details \ater.
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