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BEST PLAYED HAND
Ben Handley-Pritchard, Juniors
HAND: 9 MATCH NO: | VIIL: East-West DEALER: WY
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BIDDING: Probst Fawcett Handley- Liggins {London v Juniors)
Pritchard
West Marth East South
24 Pass 44
Crouble 4y Pass Pass
Double Fass Dk Pass
Pass Pass Pass

North’s 24 opening showed a weak hand with either long diamonds or long hearts. South’s pre-emptive 4¢
was to play in his partner’s suit. West's double showed a good hand, as did his double of North's conversion
o 4%. The effect of North-South’s gadgetry was to keep East-West out of the normal, but doomed, 3NT,
which was the contract at most other tables. instead, Ben Handley-Pritchard bid 5+, which would require
careful play.

PLAY:

Winning the opening heart lead with dummy’s ace, Ben ruffed a heart and ran the queen of ciubs. North tool
the king and played a second round of the suit. Declarer drew the last trump and led the ten of diarnonds
from his hand, running it when South played low. Winning with the queen, North cxited with a heart, but
declarer could see his way home. He ruffed the heart, led a spade to dummy’s queen, cashed AA, led a
diamond to his king. and ran the rest of his trumps. Squeezed in the three-card cnding between ¢ 8 and ak,
South folded his cards.



