Bridge by Andrew Robson
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Cantract; 4w

b What do vou expect from & partner
whi beging with a take-out double,
and then bids his own aut?
There are two schools of
thoupht Tradwionally such o e
indicates a hund o0 swong ©
begin with a simple overcalk a
[‘ hand with at least ningeen point
or the eguivalent in playing
ers, notsbly ArneriGm superstars
Jeff Meckstroth e Enc Rodwell
iMeclowell™, befieve these strong
hands o be sulficiently i
i play that to double and bid your
own suit shows an offshape dou-
hile with as bitle a5 12 or 12 pofrs:
O today's deal, taken from this
year's Lederer, South was English
Internagonal  Gurrar Hallberg:
He had infermed me in our brief
systemn chat {for Twas his pariner)
that he befonged 1 the traditional
school: that i he doubled and bid
a suit, he had better be taken seri-
ously. Even so, perhaps my Three
| Heant bid was a bit oo sporty!
Wes, Pat Walhe of Ireland,
had 10 find ‘an opening lead
| against the Four Heart comiract,
Say he leads the three of spades,
his pariners suil. Declarer would
win the king and immediately
begin the process of trumping
spades in dummy. There i 1 hid-

Opening Load: ¥4

den pitfall here though - siy-he
trumips a low spade at rick two,
eturns {0 the ace of diamonds,
trurrips his second low spade, then
Izt 1 club, Fast would met with
the ace, cash the ace of tromps,
then lead a spade, West rufing
away. declarer's ace Dovwn one-d
am surg that Ginmar would ool
have fallen o his tp. He
would have won the king of
spades, cashed the ace at rick tao
{kev plmd nuffed a low spade
crossed o the ace of diamonds,
ruffed a fourth. spade md led a
club towands his king. He would
menely lose a rump, a diamand
and adih Conract made,

But West did not lead & spade
He'foumd thediabalical lead of a
trurmnp, East won the ace (deciarer
unblocking the ten) and led a sec-
ond trump. Declarer was sunk.
He won in hand and tried apsof
diamonds. (elling  Easts queer)
and & second diamond. Wist con-
tird his fine work by ducking,
letting East trmp. Declarer won
Easrs low spade swiich with ‘the
king, trumped a spade, and led a
club jowards his king East won
the ace but declarer had o lose a
late trick in spades. Down one.
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