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E D I T O R I A L 

T h e past six m o n t h s has been a busy and p r o d u c t i v e t i m e f o r the A s s o c i a t i o n ; 
I w o u l d l ike t o take th is o p p o r t u n i t y o f summar is ing some o f the m o r e s ign i f i cant 
achievements. 

1) A special sub c o m m i t t e e consis t ing o f Peter B u r r o w s , Dav id G o s t y n , Dav id 
G r a h a m , Barry Rigal and myse l f has d r a f t e d a comprehens ive set o f rules t o 
be appl ied in all L C C B A c o m p e t i t i o n s . Th is w o r k is a lmos t c o m p l e t e and 
w i l l surely obv ia te any r e p e t i t i o n o f the unseemly i nc iden t at last year 's 
L o n d o n Foursomes, w h e n a d ispu te over the co r rec t p rocedure vis a vis the 
h o l d i n g o f an appeal hear ing resul ted in cons iderable d issat is fact ion being 
engendered. A n y m e m b e r w h o w o u l d l ike a c o p y shou ld f o r w a r d a large 
( 1 2 " x 8V2") envelope s tamped t o the value o f 2 0 p t o A l l a n Chr is t ie , address 
b e l o w . O f par t i cu la r in terest t o members w i l t be the regula t ions regarding 
the s p l i t t i n g of t ies w h i c h do n o t f o l l o w the s tandard f o r m u l a . 

2) T h e f i rs t G L C Festival o f Bridge was organised by the L C C B A and p roved t o 
be a considerable success. I mus t pay t r i b u t e t o the substant ia l degree o f 
co -opera t ion and assistance p rov ided by the G L C and the i r s ta f f ; J o h n 
Probst w h o , s tepping in as subs t i tu te scorer, m o d i f i e d his c o m p u t e r p r o g r a m 
at dep lo rab l y shor t n o t i c e ; f e l l o w members o f t he T o u r n a m e n t and Execu t i ve 
C o m m i t t e e s w h o lent the i r t i m e w i l l i n g l y ; o u r Ch ie f T o u r n a m e n t D i r e c t o r 
R a y m o n d B r o c k w h o p rov ided m u c h invaluable advice; and R a y m o n d ' s 
team w h o responded a d m i r a b l y t o the increased w o r k l o a d c o n t i n g e n t u p o n 
a de f ic iency in the i r n u m b e r . 

3) M u c h t i m e has been devo ted t o the af fa i rs o f o u r paren t b o d y , the Engl ish 
Bridge U n i o n , and m u c h cor respondence (and n o t incons iderab le heat) 
t he reby generated. A good w o r k i n g re la t i onsh ip has been establ ished w i t h 
the E B U Execu t i ve Secre tary , Peter Briggs, w h o is a m e m b e r o f L C C B A and 
w h o , un l i ke all his predecessors, is a lways w i l l i n g t o l isten t o suggestions and 
respond c o n s t r u c t i v e l y . 

O u r general secretary, A n d r e w T h o m p s o n , has f e l t c o m p e l l e d t o resign the post 
and his dut ies have been assumed j o i n t l y b y : 

Dav id Cari is le, address as above 
( to w h o m general cor respondence shou ld be addressed), and 

A l l a n Chr is t ie , 8 3 A d d i s o n Gardens, L o n d o n W 1 4 ODT 
( w h o w i l l answer all te lephone enqui r ies o n 0 1 - 6 0 2 1759) 

Richard Fleet 



THE GLC FESTIVAL Jim Niblett 

T h e G L C Festival o f Br idge was held over the A u g u s t Bank H o l i d a y weekend at 
C o u n t y Hal l . P lay ing c o n d i t i o n s were exce l len t w i t h tables m o r e than adequate ly 
spaced and (more i m p o r t a n t t o many players) a conven ien t bar avai lable. The 
organ isat ion was superb and the team o f t o u r n a m e n t d i rec to rs (unders ta f fed by 
one) got t h r o u g h a t r e m e n d o u s a m o u n t o f w o r k in t he c u s t o m a r y e f for t less and 
e f f i c i en t manner . Hands were pre-deal t by the E B U c o m p u t e r and appeared t o me 
t o be per fec t l y no rma l w i t h a reasonable m i x o f balanced and d i s t r i b u t i o n a l hands 
and no preponderance o f s ing leton kings. The fac t t h a t all the f ie ld p layed the same 
hands and the ava i lab i l i t y o f copies o f the hands af ter the event added t o t he en joy 
m e n t and I w o u l d l ike t o see th is feature m u c h m o r e general ly available t h a n at 
present. The ma in pairs event was o f three sessions w i t h a q u a l i f y i n g r o u n d , semi
f ina l and three t ie red f ina l - the Premier C h a m p i o n s h i p , t he Conso la t ion F ina l and 
the Plate. A l l those w h o qua l i f i ed f o r t he semi- f inal p layed in one o f these events. 
A n unusual a n d , in m y v iew , c o m m e n d a b l e feature o f the c o m p e t i t i o n was t h a t all 
those w h o d id n o t q u a l i f y f o r the semi- f inal had a chance t o redeem themselves in 
the nex t session w h i c h acted as a repechage. T w c pairs w e n t t h r o u g h t o the Premier , 
12 t o the Conso la t ion and 2 8 t o the Plate t o j o in those w h o had qua l i f i ed via the 
semi - f ina l , the remain ing pairs p lay ing the f ina l session in an open event . As w i l l be 
seen, I am n o t en t i re ly unbiased b u t the idea o f a repechage does seem t o me t o be 
an exce l len t one , g iv ing pairs w h o have had a p o o r o r u n l u c k y f i rs t session a second 
chance and more t o p lay f o r in the last t w o sessions. 

In the event , J o h n A r m s t r o n g and I t o o k f u l l advantage o f these novel arrange
ments managing t o w i n the repechage af ter a poo r open ing session. N a t u r a l l y , th is 
was n o t w i t h o u t the aid o f a fa i r a m o u n t o f good f o r t u n e b u t here was a hand 
where par tner p roduced v i r t uoso defence t o take fu l l advantage o f errors by declarer. 

4 6 4 2 
9 8 4 

0 9 8 
4 J 9 6 4 3 

4 1 Against N o r t h ' s c o n t r a c t o f 3 N T 
§ A J 6 2 A r m s t r o n g (East) led the t w o o f d ia -
0 A K Q 6 m o n d s . Th is gave declarer a chance t o 
4 A 7 5 2 make his f i r s t m is take , he p layed the ten 

4 A J 1 0 9 f r o m d u m m y , remov ing an e n t r y before 
0 K Q 3 he was ready t o use i t . A hear t t o the jack 
0 J 7 2 and queen f o l l o w e d and A r m s t r o n g 
4 Q 1 0 8 re tu rned a c l u b , remov ing d u m m y ' s o t h e r 

e n t r y . Declarer n o w p layed ace and 
ano ther hear t and East re tu rned a second 
d i a m o n d . A t last declarer p layed o n 
spades b u t A r m s t r o n g rose w i t h the ace 
and ex i ted w i t h his last d i a m o n d . The 

p lay was n o t over ye t and d o u b l e d u m m y N o r t h can succeed {no, he can't - Ed) 
b u t w h e n he cashed his t w o red w inners East made sure o f de feat ing the c o n t r a c t 
by d iscarding his t w o remain ing c lubs. I n o w had to take t w o o f the last three t r i cks . 

A t the beg inn ing o f the f ina l we were placed 1 3 t h o u t o f 14 , t he t rue value o f 
the scores in earl ier rounds having been carr ied f o r w a r d - n o t a p romis ing p o s i t i o n . 
F o r t u n a t e l y the f o l l o w i n g w i n d w h i c h had sprung u p beh ind us in the second pairs 
session reached gale fo rce and we eventua l ly edged o u t several pairs f o r the t i t l e . 
The e n j o y m e n t and e x c i t e m e n t o f the f ina l was m u c h increased by Baromete r 
scor ing (whereby in each r o u n d all tables play the same boards, the results o f each 
r o u n d being k n o w n shor t l y a f te rwards) - ano ther exce l len t fea ture . In the f o l l o w i n g 
hand f r o m the f ina l the defenders fel l i n t o the t rap c u n n i n g l y set by my par tner . 



East/West Game. Dealer West. 

4 J 3 2 
$ J 4 3 
0 A 9 
4 J 1 0 9 8 5 

4 Q 1 0 6 5 4 
-

0 8 7 4 2 
4 K Q 7 4 

4 9 8 
S> A K Q 9 8 6 5 2 
0 J 

4 A 6 
S o u t h West N o r t h East 

A r m s t r o n g N i b l e t t 
Pass Pass 1 0 

4<? 4 4 5^? Pass 
Pass Dble A l l Pass 

West d i d we l l t o b i d f o u r spades and 
f ive spades succeeds unless we f i n d o u r 
d i a m o n d r u f f - n o t necessari ly a u t o m a t i c . 
N o r t h s ta r ted w i t h the k i n g o f c lubs . 
C lear ly , i f S o u t h w i n s , draws t r u m p s and 
and re tu rns a c lub West w i l l have l i t t l e 
o p t i o n b u t t o sw i t ch t o a spade, de fea t ing 
the c o n t r a c t by one . However S o u t h 
d u c k e d ! West sw i t ched t o a d i a m o n d w o n 
in d u m m y . Declarer p layed a t r u m p t o 
t o h a n d , cashed the c l u b ace, d r e w the 
last t r u m p end ing in d u m m y and led the 
c lub jack t h r o w i n g a spade. West n o w had 
t o decide w h i c h su i t t o cash a t r i c k i n . N o 
d o u b t he shou ld have go t th is r i gh t ( w i t h 
A - K - x - x in spades. East w o u l d very l i ke l y 
have raised) b u t he d i d n ' t - 6 5 0 t o the 
goodies. 

T h e ma in teams c o m p e t i t i o n had a s imi lar f o r m a t t o t h a t o f t he pairs. P lay ing 
w i t h Phi l Bai ley and Br ian Cal laghan we managed t o avo id the repechage a l t hough 
n o t before the team missed an ins t ruc t i ve safety p lay . A l t h o u g h the boards in the 
q u a l i f y i n g r o u n d l o o k e d f l a t t i s h , we were rather surpr ised t o learn t h a t w e ' d w o n 
our sect ion w i t h a score o f 4 2 v i c t o r y po in t s ( m a x i m u m 7 2 ) . We d i d n ' t b o t h e r t o 
co l lec t o u r sect ion w inners pr ize i m m e d i a t e l y a n d , w h e n Phi l t r i ed t o co l l ec t his 
some three hours later , i t t ransp i red t h a t a scor ing e r ro r had been d iscovered , 
p r o m o t i n g the 3 r d placed team in f r o n t o f us. C lear l y , the w i n n i n g l ine was t o c l a i m 
the pr ize i m m e d i a t e l y and later c la im t h a t w e ' d d r u n k i t o r spent i t as a p p r o p r i a t e . 

M y game is n o t usual ly n o t e d f o r f la i r o r i m a g i n a t i o n in the b i d d i n g b u t m y 
par tner had been impressing the v i r tues o f these o n me d u r i n g the w e e k e n d ( n o t 
least by examp le ! ) and on the f o l l o w i n g hand f r o m t h e teams f ina l I dec ided t o p u t 
his theor ies t o the test . Y o u may l ike t o consider y o u r b i d w i t h t he f o l l o w i n g hand 
(opponents o n l y vu lne rab le ) : 

4 62 S o u t h West N o r t h East 
V 7 24* 3 0 
0 Q 8 7 5 4 34 ? 
4 Q J 8 4 2 * A c o l 

I selected seven d i a m o n d s , a b id o f w h i c h I was sure par tner w o u l d approve , 
w h i c h t u r n e d o u t we l l w h e n the f u l l hand was : 

4 A 1 0 7 4 S o u t h passed, i nv i t i ng N o r t h t o b id 
V 8 6 5 2 seven spades w i t h a sui table hand and 
0 6 3 N o r t h n a t u r a l l y b i d seven spades. Perhaps 
4 A 1 0 6 S o u t h was e x p e c t i n g t o o m u c h f r o m a 

passed h a n d . I w o n d e r w h a t N o r t h w o u l d 
have b id w i t h : 

4 J 

V K 1 0 4 
A K J 1 0 9 2 
9 5 3 

0 
4 

4 K 0 9 8 5 3 
V A Q J 9 3 
0 -
4 K 7 

4 A 1 0 x x $ K x x x 0 x x 4 Q J x 

However , t h e y were ce r ta in l y u n l u c k y in 
t h a t a grand slam o n a finesse is q u i t e 
acceptable i f t he a l te rna t ive p e n a l t y is 
f a i r l y sma l l , as in th i s case. 



David Price was u n s p o r t i n g enough t o p roduce a f i ne defence t o beat m y 
par tner 's 3 N T c o n t r a c t on the f o l l o w i n g hand , also f r o m the teams f i n a l . 

4 109 
A K 3 

0 A K 5 4 
4 Q 7 5 4 

4 K 6 2 
107 

0 J 9 8 7 6 
4 A 1 0 9 

N 

W 

4 A J 5 
V J 9 8 4 
0 103 
4 8 6 3 2 

4 Q 8 7 4 3 
Q 6 5 2 

0 Q 2 
4 KJ 

We reached 3 N T af ter a 1 N T open ing 
by West and a S t a y m a n a u c t i o n . N o r t h 
(Chris D u c k w o r t h ) led a d i a m o n d , A r m 
st rong w o n th is in hand and ran the spade 
t e n , losing t o the jack. S o u t h re tu rned a 
d i a m o n d , w o n in d u m m y . T h e c lub k ing 
was led f r o m d u m m y and w o n by N o r t h 
w h o led a t h i r d d i a m o n d . A t th is p o i n t , 
Price d iscarded the ace o f spades and 
declarer was le f t w i t h o u t resource as the 
cards lay. 

We had a reasonable, a l t hough unspectacular c a r d , and team mates, unsung in 
th is a r t i c le , had also done w e l l . However , we consider ourselves a l i t t l e f o r t u n a t e t o 
w i n w i t h 9 9 VPs ( m a x i m u m 160) just ahead o f the L o n d o n President 's team on 9 7 . 
Overal l i t was a mos t en joyab le event , n o t o n l y f o r the resul ts! The e n t r y was n o t 
qu i te at capac i ty th is year and I can w a r m l y r e c o m m e n d n e x t year 's c o m p e t i t i o n 
t o any waverers. 

DATE CHANGES 

T h e a t t e n t i o n o f members is d r a w n t o the f o l l o w i n g revised dates o f L C C B A 
events ( the cor rec t dates are shown in the C o m p e t i t i o n Brochure b u t n o t in the 
Ca lendar ) : 

C o m m i t t e e Cup Final 31st January 1982 
L o n d o n Foursomes 20-21 st March 1982 

L o n d o n Pairs Heat 1 13 th A p r i l 1982 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-

TROPHIES 

M a n y t roph ies have disappeared over the years; in par t i cu la r we w o u l d l ike t o 
recover the Teams T r o p h y f o r the L o n d o n Congress and the bases f o r the Berners 
B o w l and the F o x - S h a m m o n T r o p h y . W o u l d members please keep the i r eyes open 
and r e p o r t t o A l l a n Chr is t ie (602 1759) any t r o p h i e s discovered in u n l i k e l y 
c i rcumstances. 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-

LONDON TROPHY 
Entr ies f o r the 1 9 8 1 / 8 2 season have establ ished ano ther r e c o r d : no fewer than 

7 6 teams have en tered , as c o m p a r e d w i t h 29 in the in i t ia l season ( 1 9 7 8 / 7 9 ) . 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 

T h e pe r fo rmance o f L C C B A members in the EEC and European C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
has exceeded all expec ta t ions (see prev ious issue f o r detai ls o f se lec t ion) . O f 
par t i cu la r no te is the q u a l i f i c a t i o n o f t he G B Open T e a m f o r the B e r m u d a B o w l : 
I rv ing Rose and R o b e r t Sheehan (p layers) , Terence Reese (npc) and Gus Calder-
w o o d (coach) all p layed a ma jo r par t in achiev ing th is success. 

Chr is D i x o n and V i c t o r Si lverstone were members o f the team t h a t w o n the 
F o u r Stars at B r i g h t o n . 

T o n y and Jane Pr iday , M a r t i n H o f f m a n and Co l i n S i m p s o n w o n C r o c k f o r d s C u p . 

LONDON v MIDDLESEX Phil Bailey 

A s repor ted in a prev ious issue o f t he news le t te r , L o n d o n chal lenged Midd lesex 
t o a f r i e n d l y match o n A u g u s t 2 n d . Th is chal lenge was d u l y accepted on the basis 
o f twe lve a side sp l i t i n t o three teams o f f o u r , w i t h each team f r o m L o n d o n p lay ing 
a 12 board m a t c h against each o f t he Midd lesex teams. T h e ed i to r ia l no te w h i c h 
inv i ted spectators t o t he m a t c h t u r n e d o u t t o be a wise p r e c a u t i o n so far as the 
Midd lesex team were c o n c e r n e d , as o n l y nine o f t h e i r p layers managed t o appear. 
Thus t w o k ib i t zers and the L o n d o n npc c o m p l e t e d the Midd lesex t e a m , so the 
resu l t ing Midd lesex v i c t o r y by 60 -48 VPs c o u l d st i l l be acc la imed as a m i n o r 
L o n d o n success. 

Since y o u r co r responden t was more concerned w i t h l is tening t o Eng land w i n n i n g 
the 4 t h Test t han co l l ec t i ng hands d u r i n g the breaks in p lay , I c a n n o t r e p o r t in any 
great detai l on hands apar t f r o m in o u r o w n matches. However , the f o l l o w i n g hand 
was p layed in f ive d i f f e r e n t con t rac ts at the six tables. 

4 
O 
0 
+ 

KJ 
5 
K 9 6 4 3 
K 1 0 9 4 3 

4 Q 7 6 5 4 1) S o u t h West N o r t h East 

0 Q J 8 7 Pass Pass Pass 10 
0 J Pass 3 4 Pass 34 
4 8 7 2 

4 A 1 0 9 2 
Pass 
A l l Pass 

4 4 Pass 6 0 
N 

W E 

4 A 1 0 9 2 
Pass 
A l l Pass N 

W E 0 A 9 4 
0 A 1 0 7 5 2) S o u t h West N o r t h East 

S 4 A 5 Pass Pass Pass 10 
4 8 3 

4 A 5 
Pass 3 0 Pass 3 N T 

0 K 1 0 6 3 2 A l l Pass 
0 Q 8 2 
4 Q J 6 3) S o u t h West N o r t h East 4 Q J 6 

Pass 
Pass 

Pass 
3 N T 

14 
A l l Pass 

1 N T 

4) S o u t h West 
Pass 1 0 
Pass 24 
Dble 24 
A l l Pass 

N o r t h East 
Pass 1 4 
Pass 20 
Pass 4 0 



A t the f i rs t tab le Pete Stecke lmacher and Dave Carl isle were the o n l y pair t o 
p lay in t he best c o n t r a c t . Having passed in i t i a l l y Pete was able t o respond three 
clubs t o show a m a x i m u m w i t h b o t h m ino rs and cue-b id his spade k ing on the nex t 
r o u n d . In f a c t , b i d d i n g the slam gained o n l y an e x t r a 3 IMPs since at Tab le 2 East / 
West reached 3 N T . A f t e r a hear t lead declarer cashed the d i a m o n d k ing f i r s t , and 
had t o go t w o o f f w h e n the spade finesse lost . 

A t Tab le 3 N o r t h opened one spade t h i r d in hand and was jus t l y penalised w h e n 
S o u t h led one against 3 N T w i t h the result t h a t declarer made three ove r t r i cks . A t 
the o t h e r tab le in th is m a t c h East/West reached f ive d i a m o n d s , so L o n d o n gained 2 
IMPs. 

In t he f ina l m a t c h the Midd lesex West opened the b i d d i n g y e t t h e y were the 
o n l y pair t o s top in a part-score. East b id f o u r d i a m o n d s on the t h i r d r o u n d , despi te 
the fac t t h a t th ree d i a m o n d s shou ld c lear ly be p layed as f o r c i n g , jus t t o make 
sure, and was rather surpr ised t o hear West pass. (Th is was one o f t he en fo rced 
scratch par tnerships. ) However f o u r d iamonds plus t w o was st i l l su f f i c i en t t o gain 
po in ts as the L o n d o n pair at the o t h e r table reached f o u r spades due t o a c o m b i n a 
t i o n o f lack o f m e m o r y , j udgemen t and sense. 

T h e n e x t hand features an unusual occurence w i t h a slam available in the f o u r t h 
sui t . 

M idd lesex gained 11 IMPs in t w o 
o f the matches w h e n Posner/Sadler and 
A m s b u r y / T h o m p s o n b id the s lam. Posner 
and Sadler had the f i rs t a u c t i o n , p lay ing 
A c o l ; note t h a t East f o r c e d despite his 
two -su i te r w h i c h w o r k e d we l l on th is 
occas ion. T h e second a u c t i o n is one o f 
t he L o n d o n a t t e m p t s , w h i c h dup l i ca ted 
the f i rs t a u c t i o n un t i l West's s ign-of f . In 
t he t h i r d a u c t i o n A m s b u r y / T h o m p s o n 
had a good hand f o r R o m a n t w o - b i d s -
t he t w o spades promises at least f ive 
spades and f o u r c lubs and three hearts 
showed the f r a g m e n t . 

T h a n k s are due t o W a r w i c k P i tch f o r 
staging the m a t c h - t he n e x t e n c o u n t e r 
be tween L o n d o n and Midd lesex w i l l 
occur in t he To l l emache heat , as f o r the 
f i r s t t i m e f o r m a n y years we are d r a w n 
toge ther . 

Teams: 
Midd lesex: - J . D h o n d y & Mrs. E. Pencharz; M. Va i l & J . H u n t ; D . M . S m e r d o n & 

D . A . L . B u r n ; J . A m s b u r y & A . M . G . T h o m p s o n ; D . M . Graham & 
Miss V . M . M . D a l y ; J . Sadler & B. Posner. 

L o n d o n : - R.J. F leet & P.J. Ba i ley ; P.J. S tecke lmacher & D.A. Car l is le; I .M. 
Gard iner & U . M . D o u r m o u s h ; A . MacA l i s te r & E.F. W a r r e n ; D . M . 
G o s t y n & R.J.A. B u t l a n d ; V . A . Si lverstone & M.C. Landau . 

4 A J 9 6 2 
O K 7 4 

0 -
4 K Q 9 7 2 

N 
W E 

S 

1) 

2) 

3) 

West 
1 + 
24 

West 

1 + 
24 
34 
4 N T 

West 

6 0 

4 K 

O A Q 1 0 9 3 
0 A K Q 7 5 3 
4 5 

East 
20 
3 0 
4 0 

East 

20 
3 0 
4 0 

East 

3 0 
5 0 



LEDERER PREVIEW 

Th is year 's event w i l l be heid at the Y o u n g Chelsea Br idge C l u b , cour tesy o f 
Warw ick P i t ch , on December 5 t h & 6 t h , s tar t ing at 2 p m and 8 p m on the Sa tu rday 
and 1.30 p m on the Sunday . A d m i s s i o n fees w i l l be t h e same as last year , t h a t is 
£ 1 per session or a season t i c k e t f o r £ 2 . 5 0 ; school pup i l s w i l l be a d m i t t e d at a 
charge o f o n l y 5 0 p t o cover all three sessions. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g teams have accepted i nv i t a t i ons : 

H O L D E R S : Chr is D i x o n - V i c S i lvers tone, Pat r ick J o u r d a i n - T e d M a r t i n , Ph i l l i p 
A l d e r - J o h n Reardon 

S C O T L A N D : Barnet S h e n k i n '* V i c t o r G o l d b e r g , Gera ld Haase - George C u t h b e r t s o n , 
Wi l l ie Coy le 

G O L D C U P : Ian M o r r i s o n - Dav id L iggat , J i m Pat r ick - M a r t i n Wh i te 
C R O C K F O R D S C U P : T o n y Pr iday - Jane Pr iday , M a r t i n H o f f m a n - Co l i n S impson 
L O N D O N M A S T E R S : Louis T a r l o - Mar ius W l o d a r c z y k , A l a n H i r o n - Terence 

Reese, Joe A m s b u r y - A l a n W o o 
Y O U N G E N G L A N D : T o n y Forrester - J o h n A r m s t r o n g - R o m a n S m o l s k i , Gus 

C a l d e r w o o d - Br ian Mervis 

Please make an e f f o r t t o a t tend i f y o u are able - t h e Lederer is the best teams 
event in the c o u n t r y and fu l l o f in terest t o spectators. 

HOW M A N Y POINTS NEEDED FOR GAME? 
THE LONDON TEAMS-OF-FOUR FINAL 

Chris Dixon 

When B R E S K A L met F L E E T in t he 1981 f ina l o f t he L O N D O N T E A M - O F -
F O U R k n o c k o u t championsh ips e i ther team w h i c h ca re fu l l y obeyed the 2 6 po in ts 
f o r game ru le w o u l d have been s o u n d l y th rashed. No-one c o u l d accuse the 
Londoners o f pussy- foo t ing . L o o k at some o f these hands w h i c h were p layed in the 
4 8 board f ina l on F.A. Cup Final day . 

4 A Q 4 
0 8 
0 K Q J 6 3 
4 9 7 4 3 

N o r t h 
4 K 1 0 3 
O 1 0 7 3 2 
0 A 9 8 7 4 
4 6 

S o u t h West 
S i lvers tone 

1 0 2 0 
3 0 Pass Pass 
Dble A l l Pass 

East 
D i x o n 

3 0 
50H 

Silverstone (West) opened one d i a m o n d and there was an overcal l o f t w o hearts 
( i n te rmed ia te ) . The b i d d i n g c o n t i n u e d as above. Y o u see, 19 po in ts are enough even 
f o r a m i n o r sui t game. 

T h e nex t t w o games were b id in b o t h rooms. We L o n d o n e r s d o n o t real ly expec t 
t o gain po in ts on such r o u t i n e con t rac ts . 

4 J 9 7 5 4 2 
0 6 
0 A K 6 4 2 
4 3 

4 K 1 0 6 
O J 1 0 5 
0 7 3 
4 A Q 7 5 2 

S o u t h West 
S i lvers tone 

Pass Pass 
2 0 * 2 0 * * 
Pass 4 4 

N o r t h East 
D i x o n 

1 N T Pass 

3 4 34 
A l l Pass 

* T rans fe r * * 2 su i ter 



S o u t h led a c lub and w i t h the t r u m p s 2-2 and the d i a m o n d s 3-3 declarer 
w rapped up 12 t r i cks in a ma t te r o f seconds. "Perhaps I shou ld have made a t r y , " 
mused Si lverstone. Bu t he needn ' t have w o r r i e d . He o n l y lost 3 IMPs as the same 
con t rac t was d o u b l e d in the o t h e r r o o m N e x t case: 

4 A Q J 1 0 5 2 
O -
0 J 3 
4 1 0 9 8 5 2 

4 8 4 
O J 6 3 2 
0 A 1 0 9 6 4 
4 A 3 

S o u t h West 
Mervis 

1 N T 24 
3 0 34 
A l l Pass 

N o r t h East 
C a l d e r w o o d 

2 N T Pass 
Pass 4 4 

Th is was a hand f r o m the Closed R o o m where Mervis was N o r t h and C a l d e r w o o d 
S o u t h . Th is t i m e i t was a 17 p o i n t game w h i c h was b id c o n f i d e n t l y . Wha t was the 
con t rac t in t he o t h e r r o o m ? Yes, you ' ve guessed i t . The c o n t r a c t was the same in 
the Open R o o m . F o r t u n a t e l y f o r B R E S K A L , Br ian Mervis p layed the hand m o r e 
care fu l l y t han his c o u n t e r p a r t and gained 13 IMPs. 

Back t o the Open R o o m , th is was a hand f r o m the last set: 

4 K 6 3 2 
K 1 0 7 4 2 

0 5 
4 6 4 2 

4 A J 1 0 9 8 
A J 9 

0 1064 
4 K 3 

S o u t h West N o r t h 
Si lverstone 

Pass 2 N T 
Pass 3 0 
A l l Pass 

Pass 
Pass 

East 
D i x o n 

14 
34 
4 4 

Silverstone's 2 N T response showed a spade raise w i t h any shor tage, three clubs 
was a relay t o f i n d the shor t sui t and three d i a m o n d s showed a m i n i m u m w i t h s h o r t 
d iamonds . There was l i t t l e p r o b l e m in the p lay and declarer emerged w i t h 11 t r i cks 
and a f la t boa rd . 

Here's one t h a t go t a w a y : 

4 A Q J 6 3 N o r t h opened 1 N T and East b id t w o 
0 743 d i a m o n d s w h i c h showed spades and 
0 A K 9 4 ano ther su i t . " D i a m o n d s can ' t be the 
4 4 s u i t , " t h o u g h t West and passed. " O h yes 

they c a n , " t h o u g h t East and made 12 
t r i cks . In t he Closed R o o m the c o n t r a c t was three d i a m o n d s and all 13 t r i cks made. 

4 9 
V 5 2 
0 1 0 8 6 5 3 2 
4 A J 1 0 3 

The resul t was a w i n f o r R O N N I E B R E S K A L ' s t e a m w h i c h inc luded Chr is and 
Mar ia-Luce D i x o n , V i c t o r S i lvers tone, Gus C a l d e r w o o d and Br ian Merv is , mos t o f 
w h o m were previous holders o f the c u p . T h e los ing f ina l is ts were R ichard F leet , 
Dav id G o s t y n , Phil Bai ley and M i k e Graham. 



KNOW THE LAWS Richard Fleet 

I am indeb ted t o Peter S tecke lmacher f o r deta i ls o f a recent hand f r o m the 
L o n d o n Dup l i ca te Bridge C lub . 

4 

0 

1074 
1 0 9 6 5 
K 8 
10843 

4 A K 5 3 
<$ K 8 2 
0 J3 
4 J 7 5 2 

4 J 9 6 2 
V J 7 4 
<> A 6 5 4 2 
* 6 

4 Q 8 
S> A Q 3 
0 Q 1 0 9 7 
4 A K Q 9 

S o u t h 

2 0 
A l l Pass 

West 

Pass 

N o r t h East 
1 N T Dble 
Pass Db le 

Pete (Sou th ) was p lay ing w i t h B o b 
Rowlands against Dave (West) and Gi l l 
Scot t -Jones. A hear t was led , East w i n n 
ing, cashing a c l u b and sw i t ch ing t o a 
t r u m p d u c k e d t o West. A c lub came back, 
r u f f e d , f o l l o w e d by a heart and a sw i t ch 
t o the spade queen . S o u t h r u f f e d ano the r 
c l ub , and cashed t w o m a j o r k ings t o 
leave the f o l l o w i n g p o s i t i o n : 

S o u t h n o w p lanned t o r u f f the last 
c lub and make the d i a m o n d ace resu l t ing 
in one d o w n , b u t , w h e n he p layed the 
c lub s o m e t h i n g o d d happened - East 
r u f f e d ! Ob l i v i ous t o t h e poss ib i l i t ies , 
over - ru f fed and c o u l d make no m o r e 
t r i cks - the t r i c k t rans fe r red as a resul t o f 
the revoke redressed the balance t o an 
equ i tab le one d o w n . However , had S o u t h 
d iscarded, he w o u l d st i l l have w o n a t r i c k 
subsequent ly b u t , in a d d i t i o n w o u l d have 
gained t w o t r i cks f r o m the revoke , the 
opponen ts n o w hav ing w o n the revoke 
t r i c k , thus m a k i n g the c o n t r a c t ! 

A simi lar pos i t i on occur red t o Dave Carl is le: p l a y i n g in a grand slam w i t h t w o 
inescapable losers he made the er ror o f o v e r - r u f f i n g d u r i n g the p lay instead o f 
d iscarding one o f his losers - yes, i t was a revoke and Dave missed the o p p o r t u n i t y 
of going d o w n ir> h i s to ry as the f i r s t person t o make a grand slam via a loser on loser 
p lay. 

Unal D o u r m o u s h showed m o r e awareness d u r i n g his f i r s t r o u n d G o l d C u p 
m a t c h : he made one c lub d o u b l e d as a resul t o f a s o m e w h a t u n e x p e c t e d pena l ty 
card ( f la t board - team-mates let t h r o u g h three hear ts ! ) ... His team w o n the m a t c h 
by 1 IMP. 

Readers may have views t o c o n t r i b u t e regarding the degree o f spor tsmansh ip 
involved in en fo rc ing the approp r ia te penalt ies or revokes etc. w h i c h fa i l t o gain. A i l 
let ters received w i l l be considered f o r p u b l i c a t i o n ; address t h e m t o : 

R.J. F lee t , F la t C, H o l l i n g w o o d House, 2 1 9 - 2 2 1 R o m f o r d R o a d , 
Forest Ga te , L o n d o n E7 9 H L 



METROPOLITAN CUP Ian Gardiner 

There 's a lways interest in a double-game swing hand b u t one p layed in no -
t r u m p s at b o t h tables must be e x t r e m e l y unusual . The f o l l o w i n g deal f r o m the 
L o n d o n v Berks and Bucks m a t c h moreover had one table teeter ing on the edge o f 
f o u r o f f r e d o u b l e d ! 

Love A l l . Dealer N o r t h . 

4 J 5 4 2 
V A 6 
0 J 9 7 5 4 
4 A 6 

4 76 
V 7 5 4 
0 A 8 
4 K J 9 8 7 4 

S o u t h 
Gard iner 

Pass 

S o u t h 

West 

4 A K 1 0 8 
V K J 8 3 
0 K 6 2 
4 32 

Pass 

Pass 

West 
Thame 

3 N T 

N o r t h 
T o 

1NT 
Rdblu 

N o r t h 

Pass 
A l l Pass 

East 

Dble 
A l l Pass 

East 
P i tch 
1 N T 

4 Q 9 3 In the f i r s t r o o m Frank T o k i cked o f f 
0 Q 1 0 9 2 w i t h a m i n i and East gave i t the appro -
0 Q 1 0 3 pr ia te a c t i o n . M y pass was a u t o m a t i c b u t 
4 Q 1 0 5 t h e n so was the redoub le . O h w e l l , in f o r 

a penny in f o r a 1400 the hard w a y ! The 
play was re la t ive ly s imple . East led a t o p spade, West petered t o show a d o u b l e t o n 
and N o r t h petered f o r a c o n t i n u a t i o n . A f t e r three rounds o f spades declarer set 
abou t the d i a m o n d s . West w o n and sw i tched t o a c l u b and t h a t was plus one and 
7 1 0 t o the good guys ( t r y the hand on a c lub lead). 

In the second r o o m . Blue C l u b p o t t e d the r o u t i n e 22 p o i n t 3 N T , c o r r e c t l y va lu
ing the c lub sui t and m a k i n g up o n e , t a k i n g a poo r v iew in c lubs b u t a good v iew in 
the doub le squeeze. (Looks like a double pseudo to me - Ed.) 

Somet imes i t 's n o t wise t o describe all y o u r assets as F rank T o p roved . Y o u h o l d 
at love a l l : 

4 A Q J 6 5 V K Q 4 0 A K J 7 4 A 

and a m u l t i t w o d i a m o n d s is opened on y o u r r igh t . I f y o u can t rus t par tner , and 
p lay ing w i t h me tha t ' s n o t sure, y o u can show 2 4 po in ts b u t there are more ways 
than one o f ca tch ing o p p o n e n t s . A s w i f t pass, t w o hearts on y o u r l e f t , pass, pass t o 
y o u and d o u b l e (16-18 po in t s , stops in b o t h majors) is obv ious ! I h e l d : 

4 4 ^ A 1 0 8 7 0 Q 8 3 4 Q 9 7 5 4 

and t r i ed a ten ta t i ve pass. As th is wasn ' t the Y o u n g Chelsea, d u m m y was a one-
c o u n t w i t h a vo id h e a r t , a n d 9 0 0 was the hea l thy resul t . We w e n t t o see whe the r 
opponen ts had b i d the t h i n s lam, six d iamonds? six hearts? six no - t rumps? t o gain 
three po in ts . T h e y d id t r y six n o - t r u m p s b u t lost 14 IMPs as sound d iscard ing by 
W a r w i c k P i tch and Co l in T h a m e (ie losers ra ther t h a n winners) t o o k t h e m one o f f . 



LONDON SCHOOLS' LEAGUE F I N A L 

This was contes ted by teams represent ing St. Paul 's and D u l w i c h Schoo ls , the 
f o r m e r being the B team, having e l im ina ted t h e i r supposed ly more e f fec t ive 
colleagues in the semi- f ina l . 

T h e f ina l consisted o f t w e n t y - s i x boards d i v ided i n t o t w o sets o f t h i r t e e n , b o t h 
p layed e x t r e m e l y s l o w l y . St. Pauls t o o k a modera te lead in the f i r s t ha l f and 
reta ined su f f i c ien t o f i t t o add the League T r o p h y t o t h e Da i l y Mai l Schoo ls ' Cup . 

J o h n Pottage o f D u l w i c h had an in terest ing p r o b l e m in the second ha l f : 

A t un favourab le v u l n e r a b i l i t y his par tner opened 2 N T and the n e x t hand in ter 
vened w i t h three c lubs. T h e par tnersh ip had the unusual a r rangement t h a t , a f te r 
a t w o c lub overcal l o f 1 N T , d o u b l e replaced S t a y m a n . A n add i t i ona l f a c t o r was t h a t 
the character o f a three d i a m o n d b i d at th i s p o i n t (ie w h e t h e r i t w o u l d be f o r c i n g ) 
was regarded as uncer ta in . 

So the decis ion was made t o d o u b l e three c lubs , ce r ta in l y n o t an unreasonable 
ac t i on in the c o n t e x t o f the overal l par tnersh ip agreement . U n f o r t u n a t e l y his 
par tner , George Ingels, h e l d : 

a per fec t hand w h i c h meant t h a t six d i a m o n d s was c o l d . However t he cho ice o f 
act ions available over three c lubs d o u b l e d was unappet is ing and he e lected t o pass, 
t ak ing a sure plus score w h i c h o n l y a m o u n t e d t o 1 0 0 and a consequen t loss o f 11 
IMPS since the c o n t r a c t in the o ther r o o m was f ive d i a m o n d s p lus one. 

A l t h o u g h i t is d i f f i c u l t t o reach six d iamonds w i t h c e r t a i n t y the f o l l o w i n g 
auct ions are possible: 

4 Q 1 0 5 2 9 7 4 0 Q J 8 6 5 4 4 6 

4 K 8 O A K 6 0 A K 7 3 4 A 8 5 3 

2 N T 3 4 Db le Pass 
3 0 Pass 4 0 Pass o r 
4 0 Pass 5 4 Pass 
6 0 A l l Pass 

2 N T 

4 4 
6 0 

3 4 
Pass 
A l l Pass 

3 0 
5 4 

Pass 
Pass 

In b o t h cases the f ive c lub b id is the key 

Obv ious ly i t is easier i f there is no i n t e r v e n t i o n over 2 N T ; p lay ing B a r o n : 

2 N T 3 4 In th is a u c t i o n opener k n o w s t h a t his 
3 0 34 K-x o f spades is an exce l len t h o l d i n g and 
3 N T 4 0 o n l y gives up on grand slam possib i l i t ies 
4 0 5 4 w h e n responder c a n n o t b id f o u r spades 
6 0 over f o u r hear ts . 

T h e w inners , w h o were inv i ted t o p lay in the G L C Fest ival were : Ju l i an H o d g s o n , 
Mark S c o t t , S tua r t Webber and Mark W o o d w a r d . 



WINNERS 1980/81 LCCBA COMPETITIONS 

GLC Festival of Bridge 
Pairs: J . N i b l e t t & J . A r m s t r o n g 
Teams: J . N i b l e t t , J . A r m s t r o n g , P. Bai ley & B. Cal laghan 

Fox Shammon 
Mrs B. P i n t o , Mrs M. Baker , W. Harvey & B. Russell 

London Teams of 4 Championship 
R. Breskal , G. C a l d e r w o o d , V . Si lverstone, C. D i x o n , Mrs M. D i ; on & B. Mervis 

Melville Smith 
R. F leet , P. Ba i ley , J . N i b l e t t & B. Rigal 

Cadet Teams of 4 
P. Gagne, P. S tephenson , D. G i l l & L. Moore 

London League 
Premier D i v i s i o n : U. D o u r m o u s h , R. O ' R e i l l y , C. D u c k w o r t h , F. T o , I. Gard iner & 

D. Price 
D iv is ion 1 : Y o u n g Chelsea. W. P i t c h , C. T h a m e , J . H i rs t , D. B u r n & R. C l i f fe 
D iv is ion 2 : Ex Imper ia l Col lege. Dr J . G i b s o n , R. M a l l y a , A . K is ie l , S. Strachan & 

Mrs A . Kis ie l 
D iv is ion 3: Macnai r . A . Macna i r , A . G a l l o p , G. Hors ley & S. Husband 
D iv is ion 4 : Imper ia l College ' B ' . C. Bala, W. H o d g k i n s , D. Hassan, G. Lee, 

M. Nevi l le & M. Blan 
K n o c k - o u t : E T E S S A . Mrs P. W a t s o n , I. Watson , Miss A . M c N a m a r a & L. D u d f i e l d 
London Pairs Final 
E. Ne iman & A . Winner 

London Mens Pairs Final 
E. M a r r i e t t & J . Chapman 

Anne Reese Final 
Mrs D. Carr & Mrs A . M i lne 

London Mixed Pairs Final 
P. Evans & Mrs S. Carpenter 

Cadet Pairs Final 
I. Besser & L. Weins tock 

London Trophy 
R o e h a m p t o n ' D ' . V . Berger, Mrs P. Moss, E. Cohen & Mrs E. Cohen 

London Trophy Plate 
S o u t h w a r k Spor ts . J . L o v e t t , R. S t o n e h a m , J . G i b b o n s , D. Davide & J . H u n t 

Home Counties League 
L o n d o n 1. U. D o u r m o u s h ( n p c ) , A . MacA l i s te r , P. L o w r y , D. Mu l le r , G. H i l l e r , 

B. R iga l , S. G i l l a m , P. S i m o n , C. Essex, F. War ren , F. T o , D. Carl is le, 
Mrs J . N o r t h o v e r & H. Ro thsch i l d 

Champions Cup: 
Great West Road League, R i c h m o n d Centra l C l u b . 
Mrs R. Melve i l le , P. L i n d o n , A . Pigen & A . Richards 
Daily Telegraph Final 
L o n d o n ' A ' . R. Breskal , B. Posner, M. Walsh & D. S m e r d o n 

Committee Cup Final 
Midd lesex. D. U t t i n g , A . Harper , M. S lobado & J . Gardner 



P R E S S S T O P P R E S S S T O P P R E S S S T O P P R E S S S T O P P R E S 

J u n i o r C a m r c s e 1 9 8 2 

T h i s w i l l b e h o s t e d b y L C C B A o n b e h a l f o f t h e E B U a t t h e Y o u n g 
C h e l s e a B r i d g e C l u b , 3 2 B a r k s t o n G a r d e n s , L o n d o n , S W 5 , o n 2 3 r d 
a n d 2 4 t h J a n u a r y 1 9 8 2 . S p e c t a t o r s w i l l b e m o s t w e l c o m e - n o 
a d m i s s i o n c h a r g e w i l l b e m a d e . T h e N P C o f t h e E n g l a n d t e a m 
w i l l b e L C C B A m e m b e r R i c h a r d F l e e t . 

J u n i o r I n t e r - C o u n t y E v e n t 

L C C B A h a s d e c i d e d t o r e v i v e t h i s e v e n t , f o r m e r l y h o s t e d b y 
E s s e x . T w o t e a m s o f f o u r , c o n s i s t i n g e n t i r e l y o f p l a y e r s b o r n 
o n o r a f t e r 1 s t J a n u a r y 1 9 5 7 , h a v e b e e n i n v i t e d f r o m e a c h o f 
B e d f o r d s h i r e , B e r k s . - & B u c k s . , C u m b s . a n d H a n t s . , E s s e x , 
H e r t f o r s h i r e , K e n t , M i d d l e s e x , N o r f o l k , O x f o r d s h i r e , S u f f o l k , 
S u r r e y a n d S u s s e x . A s p a r t o f L C C B A ' s p o l i c y t o e n c o u r a g e 
y o u n g e r p l a y e r s , t h e L o n d o n t e a m w i l l c o n s i s t e n t i r e l y o f 
s c h o o l b o y s a n d g i r l s ; t h e t r i a l s t o s e l e c t t h e t e a m w i l l b e 
h e l d o n 2 2 n d N o v e m b e r a n d t h e e v e n t i t s e l f o n 1 0 t h J a n u a r y , 
b o t h a t s h e Y o u n g C h e l s e a B r i d g e C l u b . 

C h a m p i o n s C u p 

F o r c h a m p i o n s o f v a r i o u s L e a g u e s i n t h e L o n d o n A r e a , p l a y e d o n 
2 4 t h O c t o b e r 1 9 8 1 . t / ' o n b y Y o u n g C h e l s e a 1 r e p r e s e n t i n g L o n d o n 
L e a g u e ; r u n n e r s u p B P A r e p r e s e n t i n g L o n d o n B u s i n e s s H o u s e s ; 
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